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This is a great book to make you think a lot more about what you should be bidding and why rather

than just following a system. Reese takes 75 situations of various types where finding the right bid is

tricky and requires some thought and deduction about what partner and opponents might hold. It

teaches a lot about hand valuaation. The snag is that it was originally published in 1962 and some

of the examples have definitely been overtaken by modern bidding methods. For example, negative

doubles are not covered (and provide a nice answer to several tricky hands), while the bidding

system is Acol (4 card majors and a weak 12-14 no-trump) although nearly all the examples have

been carefully chosen to work equally well with a Standard American 5-card major system.

Terrence Reese was a world class player and probably the greatest writer in the history of the

game. Each chapter of the book shows you a bridge hand, and takes you through Reese's thoughts

about what the hand is worth and what to bid next from the time he picks the hand up through the

end of the bidding. At some point, he has a decisive choice to make. He discusses the options, the

strengths and weaknesses of each one, what his choice is and why, and how he rates each of the

alternatives. His style is conversational and entertaining, and full of wit and insight.
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